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TO THE READER. . 
Courteaus Reader, , gf oy 
Hould this Work paſs without the raſh cenſure of ſome 
never-ſatisfied PER it would appear miraculous; but 
the Wife Man ſaith, it is not- proper for that Man to dif- 
commend, that cannot amend; 1 am partly ſenſible, that 
I ſhall meet with fome who will ſcoff at my erdeavors; but 
notwithſtanding, it is poſſible, the more ingenious mayac- 
cept of my good meaning; I do freely proteſt, that I do not” 
undertake this task with-any delign to beget my ſelf any - 
good opinion amongſt men ; but as being a: Weaver; and 
knowing by experience the excellency and worth of this 
matchleſs Trade, would as willingly free it from that brand 
of infamy which ignorants throw upon it, as I would ac-_ 
quit my ſelf (were it in my power) trom the calumnity of 
thoſe ſordid perſons,who, think no men equaltothemſelves 
in vertue 2nd merit. Apeles that Greeian-Painter, drew 
the Picture of Venus the more: rare and excellent , haveing 
aſſembled the Beauties of his Country together ; ſo I have- 
ing inſpection into ſeveral Arts and myſteries (by ſome 
accounted famous) finding them far ſhort of this my inten- 
ded ſubject , cannot reckon them: fit to be equally- ranked 
with that which more Trades depend on , "rg any- one 
"Trade whatever in the whole Univerſe; which I ſhall make 
appear to you in the following Treatiſe : alſo recounting. 
to you, thoſe many eminent and worthy perſons, who in 
former Apes, frequently practiſed the ſame. He that ſeeks 
applauſe, may miſs of his aim, but he that labours how to- _ 
be oblidging according to his Ability, may in the concluſi- 
on, meet with a Yale Domine, whilſt I Subſcribe my ſelf 


yours, 


bd cSSs 8=_  wa# 


RF, ' #8 
That "of 
my ST p a 1% 


55S 


Hat Naamah Siſter was to Tabal Cain, 

Firſt us?d this Art, the Scripture doth make plain 3 
Next one Arechne, born in Lidia, | 
Did Weaving uſe, ſome antient Writers ſay: 
Then P A Daughter of Platss, ſhe 
Pratic%d the ſame, old Writers do agree ; 
Some ſay that Arralus did firſt perceive, 
And firſt find out the ready way to Weave. 
The Babilomans and Egyptians too, 
Are ſaid tobe the firſt that this Art knew : 
Without all doubt, Women whoſe brains were bent 
To ſtudy, might this Art at firſt invent; 
And ſince their times ſome ripe ingenious Men 
To-what they did, augmented more agen : 
So that art laſt *ris finiſh'd and compleat, 
"True, without fault; perfect; without deceir. 
- - Had not this Art by numbers {o increaſt, 
=» It had been then the beſt of Arts ; at leaſt 
-.... More flouriſhing by much, than what it Is, 
Pardon-me Sirs, if Ido judge amiſF , 
MORE: have err'd by too too fond believing, 
But doubtleſs this hath ſpoyPd the Trade of Weavingz 
That in it ſelf hath more Varieties 
Than all the Arts the World did, &re deviſe ; ; 
So to conclude, I think no Art can be 
More full of OR, for NY: 


The Firſt CANTO. 


Lek Writer brief aath relate - 
» fall, wretched fate: 
Th 2 va # Cha jug was, and then 
"Tho Weaving firſt devie'd, and When 3 
: So far as hecantearn relates : 
Which dane, the Prayſes Celebrates 
. Of Worthy. Women, who thereby 
= nd otherwiſe deſervedly 


ve perebes 'd fame which being done 
Thir to to an end doth Run. 
(Creature - 
Hen God the World did make and every - 
That therein is,ot cvery Form and Nature - 
Man, the perfection, Crown, Epitome 
|  Ofallhe did Crowe icſerred he 
As his laſt and beft work 3 that ſo he might 
| Asinalefler Frame preſent ourfight 
| With whatſoever he before had wrought ; 
And this into fo fmal a Form he brought, 
Man tn himthe whole doth Comprehend, 
' Which were'it not that I much time ſhould ſpend 


ones my purpoſe, I partly could ſhow h - 
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' Nay Man in's firſt eſtate was more then ſo 3 

For he not onely Mecrocoſmos. was, 

But God in him did his own Image place ; 
Which our Divines fay was his innocence, 

(Till he by finning raz'dit out from thence ) 
And well might be; for God no fin doth know, 
Nor Man did till he fell, as Scriptures ſhow : 
And had onr Grand-fire Adam nere known fin- 
The Art of Weaving need not to have been : 
For he before he did Commit offence, 


| #AsThave ſaid, was Cloath'd with innocence; 


{But when through Satens wiles, he folly wrought, 
«Sin brought forth ſhame, and ſhame a Covering 
And(wanting fitter, they Figg leaves did take,*(foughr 
Ot which by ſhames conſtraint they Aprons make. 
Thus as the Proverb fayes, Man's quickly run 

Out of Gods blefling into the'warm'Sun : © , 
For he that even now all knowledge knew, * 
And to whom all perte@tion did accrew, ' 

In whom all Sapience and all Science refted, ' 
1s now through diſobedience fo deveſted 

Ofall his former knowledge, thathe had 

Not nnderſtanding left him how to clad 

His naked body : O moſthaples fate! 

O alteration great! Owretchedſtate ! 

O great unhappy loſs ! | How could-it be 

When he thought what he late was, and now ſee 
A change ſo ftrange, and that ſo ſodainly, 
. Butthat he ſhould forthwith deſpair and dye 2 
Doubtles th' event had ſo been; had not he 


_ Whois neertailes atneed,moſt graciouſly 
 Upheld him by his Mercy, and ikewiſe 
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Promif d God ſhould deſcend,that Man might riſe : 
Nay more, when he in pitty did behold | | 
Mans naked body ſubject tothe cold . 

Of Winters blaftes, and heatot Summers Sun, 
Alſo how ignorant he was become : - 
nds —_ Coats of rms; in which aray 

ey thought themlelyes (poor wretehes) ve - 
See ſire 4.4 he that late Lord of all hide <7 
That had a being on this Earth y Ball, 
Is of a ſuddain now become ſo poor 
That he muſtthruſt his ſervantour ofdore, 
And force his gagds his greatneed to ſupply, 
Or he hin1ſelf muſt cold and nakedlye ; -} . 

The beſt Mans ſervant mult be ſtript off's ſkin, 

That Man the Maſter might be wrap dhereiv. 

This their firſt Cloathing was : buttime that brings 

All things about, and from whoſe being ſprings 

Every invention, in time broughtto pals 

The Art of Weaving : but when that ume was 

It much uncertain is :. report doth go 

Mintrva did Inventit; butall know 

Who are but meanly read in Hiſtory, 

That this report of = no truth can be: 

For Authors of beſt Credit do relate 

Mznerva's life was of no elder datc 

Thenin or ſomewhat after Moſes dayes : 


li 


Concerning Weaving, for tis onely he 

That muſt herein our chicfeſt witueſs be : 

He being the firſt Hiſtorian thatere writ, 

And whoſe writing none can except gainſtit : 

For he cives us to underftand that when mT 
B 2 © 
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The Tabernacle was erected, then - ' 
The Curtains of fine twined Linnen were, 
And Blew, Purple,and Scarlet Silk was there ; 
All which muſt needs be Weavers work, or how 
It could Imbroydred be I do not know ; 
Alfo blew Riband to ty the Curtains. were 
Appoynted,as the Text makes it 

And to Mzerva this could not [+8 

For ſhee was then nor born or very yong | 
Nay, if you backward look youl Weaving ſee, 
Above three hundred yearselder to bee : 

For Abrahams Servant to Rebeke pane 

- Rayments,which Rayments I would gladly crave 
Ofany Man that can informe me whether 

It were not rather Weavers work,then leather ? 
Was Cloath; or Silk, {not Leather) Gy 
But here's as fure a proof, as can be had, 


Againſt which no exceptions can be made, 
Thar before this, when'Lot was priſoner led, 


ayment/Certain 


+ .. And preſently by Abraham reſcued, rap 
He tould the King He wonld not onethredtake- 


Ofall the ſpoyl:And whar can any make - 
Thus thred to be, but Sk;Cloath,or apparrel 
That had been plundred inthe former quarrel > 


More backward yet, *when Nea/ did plantthe Vine, 


And became drunk by drinking ofthe Wine, 
Ando (not being himſelf, )uncover'd lay 
When his two modeſt Sons did make no ftay' 
Totake a Garment, and going backward do 
Cover Ins nakedneſs; and who can ſhow 
"Thatthis Garment was Leather * Rather I 
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Suppole it Cloath, and Weavings Antiquirx = | ; 
A Thouf and years more a6 Noah: Floud, 
As probably it may be underſtood. 
Ile one degree therefore more run retrograde 
Toenquire of what old Jabal 5 Tents were made? 
It any fay of boughs ; doubtles thoſe they 
Had uſed before this time many a day ; 
It others ſay of Leather, that I ſuppoſe 
(It Weaving were not) they wanted to make Cloathes. 
But why nught not thoſe Tents of Cloath be wrought, 
And Weaving ere that time into uſe brought ? 
For the Worlds laſs I gheſs had then run out 
At leaſt five hundred years, or thereabout : 
And might not the Weaver be as well then 
As the Smzth, the Maſon, and Muſittan 3 
And doubtles many other Trades,whoſe uſe 
That profit brings not which ours doth produce ? 
And if (as ſayth Joſephus) Aſtronome 
7} Invented was by Seth, unto which he 
Could not atain, but firſt he sKill d muſt bee 
In Arithmetich, and in Geometrie: - Bk 
: So others might as their Genius inclin'd | 
3 Imploy their Studies other Arts to find ; 
» And none could be more fit, nor was more needed 
Then Weaving, it they their own weltare heeded. 
But I muſt leave it doubttull, becauſe none 
Can certainly afirm when it begun. 
4 Now lle return again, and as I go 
| As far as my reading doth reach will ſhow, 
4 Who,and what they were that are ſaid to be 
| The firſt Inventers ofour Miſterie. s 
Here I muſt take my Riſe, and to you ſhow 
B 3 What 
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What Languet or Cooper would have us know 
Our of their Chronicle, tor they do fay 
Weaving invented was by Naamah, 
Siſter to Twbal-cain, and ſo might be, 
For ſhee noting her Brethrens induſtry, 
That each of them a ſeveral Art deviſed, 
Might ſhee not(alſo)thereby beſurpriſed . 
With emulation of their tar ſpred d 

- And perhaps hoping ſo to have her Name 
Enrolled among theirs, bent all her powers 
To bring to paſs this worthy Art of ours? 
Andthat Her Brother 7aba/s Tents might be 
Of Cloath ſhee wrought,none knowes the contrarie 
Bur this may be atruth : for if we look 
Judiciouſly into the Sacred Book - - 
Among the Daughters born to Men before 
The univerſal loud the World run ore, 


—_— T——— 


You ſhall not read of any one but ſhee 
And Lamech's Wives,that nam'd are a——_— ; 
S 


And for ſome _ reaſon;(doubtleſs) ſhee 
Was mention d above others, although we 
Know not the cauſe, nor I thipk ever hath 
Reavealed been,more then what that Text ſaith, 
Bur leaving her, as very probably 

* Tobeth Inventor of our Miſtery: 

I doe intend here alſo to declare 
What others beſides her recorded are 
To be the firſt Deviſers of it, that 
What thereof writtenis, T may relate, 
Peliodorus in his Hiſtory 
De Inventione Rerum doth ſpecifie 

* . Three worthy > Ms hr theſe three one 
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Minervais 3 and he ſayes ſhee alone 
Deviſed firſt to make Wool into Cloath; 
Which very likely 'is to be atroath : 
For I remember that formerly 
Have read of Bacchus, who molt Valiantly 
Did lead an Army into India, where | 
He won much fame,as Hiſtories declare: 
And that Mnerva as Couragiouſly 
Being his Siſter bore him Company ; 
And many Countreys and great Citties he . 
Conquer d, being alwayes Crown d with Victory, 
Until he fiedge did toone Citty lay 
From before which he ſoon was driven any 
By Lightning and Thunder,that did poees 
From off thoſe Walls, as we do plainly read : 
And what can any Man judge this to be 
But 'Thundring Cannon ſhott > For certainly 
It then in uſe among them was, though we 
Bur late (yet much to ſoon)are come to be 
Accquainted with it, not being yet three hundred 
But they as many thouſands, as appeares ; (years, 
For ſo long tis ſince Bacchus and Mnerva did 
Conquer Eaſt-Inata, as of them we read. 
 SoPrnting hath in Chyna and thoſe parts 
Been no Man knows how long : and other Arts 
As Weaving, and ſuch as did them concern, 
. And there Mznerva might her knowledge learn; 
Although 'tis very likely that they there 
(The Countrey being hot) all Silk did wear : 
But ſhee to Greece returning, where the Sun 
Being notſo vehement, firit begun 
Toexerciſe her Silk in Wool ; and ſo 


tf 
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And thoſe Garments ot which we 1n in Scope read, 
Tis very like did all from Silk proceed. 
But let me mention Bace/irzzr Once a 
 Whoreturning Vidor back to Greece, didthen 
From India bring Vines with him home, and'ſa 
They IVine in Europe here firſt conn to _— 
* Andfor this ed him dignity,” 

They with a Godhead 
Whoſe memory continueth to nope times, 
We idely ftiling Bacchus God of Vines 3. 
Who hath more tollowers then the Py | 
Ofall theſe many thatus ſa infec. F 
M—_ no — (by our Trade 7 {121 
And other Arts ſhee tau being made | 
a ne SI Pig. 2m fol 
Shee bein our Matron would ſhew herdeitie :. 
And this their Weaving and their Vines Lghch, 
They had from Noah, who did thoſe my | 
After the floud, who there the Vinedidplane, T 
And being Drunk therewith did want : 
And fp n __ __ which was bi 
Some kind of work was, caver uroghs ; 
And Weaving be (as did llecty lay). 
Invented. by,or betore Naemah. | 
But T have _ di 3 now le 
To ſhew more from Potodore Lrcad. 
Linnen Cloath fa cthhe, th invention was 
Ofone Arachne, ing a Liadiann Lais, 
But what ſhee wasgor hen livd; he dath'not. t Name; 

But 
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But Ovid ſayes ſhee ofmean Parents came. 
He further writes,thaFone Pamphela who .. 
"The Daughter was of Plates, did firſt ſhow, 

'The way of Weaving Silk, whoſe dwelling Place 
. Asherelates, inth' lle of Coos was 
But in what Age ſhee liv'd he doth not ſhow: 
Neither do 1 in my {mal reading know - 
But that muſtbe long fince, otherwiſe ſhee 
Could not th' Inventor of Silk-weaving be: 
Further he goeth on, and doth relate 
That Cloath of Gold and rich Roabs of eſtate 
Th' Invention was of Attulus : Nay he 
. Tn one place ſayes the Bab:/onians be 
Th' Inventors ofgur Art; and inanother 
Ih Egyptians : but how this can hang together 
Let «.-8f Cenfure, for ſome ingeniouſly 
Think, he hath herein dealras faichtully 
— As whenour Eighth King Hearydid imploy. 
Him, to compile one entire  H:ſtory, 
Containing the Occutrences of our:Nation, 
_ Since People in it firſt had Habiration, 
Unto thoſe times,that the deeds of our He, / 
He into one fole Vollumne might compile: 
Amndtathat purpoſe our Chieteſt Hiftones, 
= AncientReccords, Books of Antiquities; m_ 
- Weretohis Lodging, or his Study fent, 
(As T have faid,) onely for thatintent 3 
-But he either envying our Hes fame ſhould ſurpaſs; 
The [talians praile, where he' a Native was, 
Or, for hexwas notablethat ro do, 
Which by the King he was appointed to, | 
Or; through lus negligence, they all were mM | 
if. ah C ith-| 
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-__ » Withoutareſcueandfuddainly cxpired. 
' Which work hath ſince by learned Cambaen been 
Effected, as to his laſting praiſe is ſeeu - 
For his Brzttanza doth Proclame his worth, 
And Englands Fame and Monuments fer forth, 
But for the other if the Abridgement be 
Tranſlated from his large Book faithtully, 
He hath dealt as careleſs with our Miſtery ; 
For three things do compleat a Hiſtory : 
That's Perſons, Time, and Place; two of which he 
Hath oft ommitred here, but chiefly Time, 
Which next to Perſons is, hetein'the prime: 
_ Forit we knew the time whenthey did live, 
We might a more exact conjecture give 
Of their deviſing ofir: but howere, 
| Weread Womenth Inventors of it were ; 
And beit true, tisno diſparagement, 
'That worthy Women did it firſt Invent. 
For they in other things have famous been, 
As mayin n__ be plainly ſeen. - 
To inſtance in a tew, Semiramis 
Who liv'd in Abrahams time;renowned is, _ 
Whoſe manly courage, and ſtout heart was ſuch, 
That Babels Emprre, ſhe enlarged much : 
And Inaza her high praiſe canteftifie, 
So likewiſe T omarss, a Sythian Queen, 
By her brave vallour, no leſs fame did win, 
Whointhe Field, durſt th' Perſian Monarch meet, 
.  Warlike Cyras , thought his Artnies were great, 
Hinz ſhee orecame,andin a Tub ofblou PINT. 7-28 
Did caft his Head, ſaying : ifit be good 
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There drink thy fill, in bloud thou didſt de ig DER Is 
llchee require: 


So th' Amaſontan Yueen, Penthaſitia, 
Stout Achilles could not her diſmay ; 


— Though he( tis ſaid,) was ſeven Cubites high, / 


His height nor ſtrength, could not her terrific ; 
Neither did on his manly power ſtand, 


" Butdurſt encounter with him, hand for hand ; 


Although, he Heior, and brave Troylus flew, 

Yet ſhee had hopes that ſhee might him ſubdue ; 

And though ſhee failY, What Man could more adven- 
Then in the Liſts, with ſuch a Champion enter? (ter 
Soin Phyloſophy, Htpþpacia, was 

Learned fo well, ſhee many did ſurpaſs ; 

For to her laſting praiſe tis write that ſhee, 

Inth' open Schooles, oft read Phyloſophy. 

So Sapho was an excellent Poes known 

As by thoſe that have writ of her is ſhown : 

So an Engliſh Woman at Rome frequently, 

in mans apparrel read Divinity 3 

Whoſe Learning, and whoſe Zeal was thought ſo great 
That ſhee thereby attain'd the Papal ſeat; 

And by the name of John the Ezght, (tis true) 

Was Pope of Rome until ſhe fell in two. 

So Merc:a, a Noble Lady who- 

A King of Britains Wite was, lon ag0s | 

Here devif d Laws, which long yr name, 
Were Mercian Lawes call d to her greater fame : 

To omit others, Queen Eltzabeth, 

Even from her Crowning to her lateſt breath, 

No Man could herexcell, in cach degree z 


As tis known, to her famous memory, a 
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ou Silkaweaving herein London was | 
- Wrought firſt by Women (may orttake place ;) 
Who did not only work it; but” 
Kept Shops themlelves, and fold it, nbiny know : 
AA to the World the fame to fignifie, 
They Emnen Cloathabout their Shops poalts <4 
Whichin their memory isuſed ſtill - 
| By mangyithat fuchſorts of Ware/do ſell. 
And to mauitanthis Weavings Credit -1 
Did take this task in hand, and that thereby, 
imigit take off reproach that lyeson i it 
Was the Chiet caute: 14mm me were writ ; 
Whoſe true worth to upho blaze his praiſe, 
I will endeavourto my pre; dayes. 
Thus a few worthy Women Thaye ſhown 
But many, many more are likewiſe known. 
Many ſeveral wayes as excellent 
As Men, andfull as able t6 inyent: 
Rare workes, would they their ſtudies bend thereto :; 
As 1 for inſtance -ina +" 6019re 
Then Weavers think it ao- 4cetoyon, 
That Women tound your Trad our. Be, true; 
Thus to my skill, who-our Art did deviſe, 
Itruel _ you do Anatorige. | pw 
Now {omerhing in its Feiedrts ſhow, 
Tharthe true worth eaving all/may know; TRIS 


And alſo ſtopitheirmouthswho'villifie 
Our uſcfull Science 1 undeſervedly. 3 


The Second Canto... 


He "ON Nob Perſons here ' 

Names that in Weaving frequent were. 
- Thenhe declares its u fefubne ls; 

And alſo fund? Fe, expreſs 

That do JO upon it : and 

IVhat M ultity uber People ſtand 

Engaged toit. ,ts praiſe. 

He am ;phficth manly wayes: 

And les to Ap purpoſe he 

Shews the liberall Arts to be 

There uncluded; and SER | 

Doth them with Weapin "T S 'ympathine, 

And divers other matters couthd 

Are in this Canto ; ot here touch d, 


Eaving g Invented, As a | 
Though much uncertain who, deviſedit.; 
Yet doth experience ſhew, 'tis of ſuch uſe 
That a more _needfull Trade none could protducy 
Aundin its infancy was found lo.rare, | (ETC 
Thar perſonages of worth, known frequen at 'WEIE, | 
ToSpin and. Weave: :as Hercules for w=_— Z 
Whoſe like, (if true) no.time hatheyer known ;.. 
His Twelve gre Labours makes;the. Wodd adm 
That he Tach ihculr . | | 
Yethe laid by his , and Lyons skin, 
And for a Ladies love ſate-dowa to Spin. 
SO. 1, kewilſe, S wm althou gh e, 


Such Magnificence. Attulns likewile, 
Though King of Aa mnor, did dewilc, 
Firſt to Weave Gold and Silver with Silk, and 

So gain'd as nuich fame; as by his command. 

So tamous Queens and Ladies frequent were 

To Spin and Weave, as Writers do declare : 

As Omphate and Yole, who Hercules loy'd dear, 
Though famous for their beauty, did not forbear 
To uſe our Trade. .And Queen Penelope 

Viſſes chaſt and conſtant Wiſe, yet ſhee 

Was more delighted with the Weaving Trade, 

| Theninthoſe many Woers that ſhee had. 

And fo chaſt Lucrece, wife to Collatine, 


_ - Aworthy Roman Prince, did not decline 


The Weaving. Trade, for ſhee late in the night, 
Was with her maides found therein to delight ; 
| Andthoughitafter proy'd heroverthrow, 

Yet ſhee renowned1s, for being fo. 
So great Auguſtus Ceſars Yueen, though he | 
Were the head of the Worlds fourth Monarchy, 
Aud ſhee his Empreſs, the greateft Woman in 
Europe, Afia, and Aﬀrics, yet was feen © 
Oftto be frequentabout Weaving, and 
Noton her hashands Stately titles ſtand. 
So Char-le-marn, renowned King of France ; 
Whothe Pope, and his own worth did: advance 
To be the Weſtern Emperour ; yerdid 


_ _ His Daughter Weave, neither were they forbid 


By him tor all his State, to uſe the ſame ; 
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ne, 
-- Nor did they in ſodoing impair their fame, 
And doubtleſs many worthy Perſons moe 
That my {mal reading, never came to know, 
And it isout of queſtion many of theſe* 
If 'twere not all of them, though H:/tories 
Do not reveale the ſame, did rather chooſe 
Both Gold and Silke, then courſer itufto uſe 
In their thus exerciſing Weaving 3 as | 
We inſtance may 1n Azttw/ns, who was 
More noble numbred, and as was his ſtate, 
 Moftrich, more-rich materials aimed at. 
And ſo'we may imagine of the reſt, 
But every one as to their mind ſeem'd beſt. 
But my aim is, Silk-weaving to prefer ;- 
And none can fay concerning theſe, I err; 
How-ere;they are a Glory to our Trade, 
And grac'd it much, although itnow be made 
Contemptible by ſome 3 Antiquity 
Were proud to uſe ſo rare a Miltery. 
Nor was our worthy Famous Science then, - . 
- Better m__— of, or eſteemed with men; | A 
Then it deſerved: and all may confeſs | 
That to this day it doth deſerve no leſs; 
For ere it was invented, all Men know © 
The Begger Cloathed like the King muſt go ; 
For neither had wherewith Rayment to: wake, 
Then what they from the backs of Beaſts did take: 
And is tnotfar more decent to behold 
A Royal King araid in Cloath of Gold, 
Of Tiflew, or of Silk-garded with Lace, 
Or rare Invention, as becomes his place; . 
Then fee him Cover dwitha rough Bull hide, 
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x Or ES Dares Irancin 

Eull of diſcaſes? - oradelicious Queen, 

Clad in hard Leather; whoſe tenderneſs is os 
To ſlirink at the leaſt windyalchongh' ſhe's Clad 
In beſt and warmeſt Cloathing may be had*/ 

Or when they ſitat meat; to ſee their board, 

Toly uncoyer'd, or at beſt afioard © 

No better furniturethen whar' is 

From skins of Beafts? mee-thinks'r beſteins ich nor, 
Or when they. go toreſt, toſce Men: _ 

A heap of hides, to be their Covering? © | 

Or ſee a babe new born, tobe wrap d4 1 * 

No otter A thena hard rough skin, 
Deſerverh pitty? yer they had no niore” 

Till Weaving iſ drhem with berter ſtore. 
Yet now,for them, and others, astheir degree 
Requires,afiefupplyot Cloathhave we. 

How many 'Trades, may likewiſe Bleſs the day, 
When Weaving was.deviſ'd? and yearty may 

In memory ofit, a3 WE did Kings Carmations; 
Keepone day, ilro all Generations?” | | 
And? Weavers mu ſpect; without whoſe aide 
Their onely maintenance-were quite 'decaide? 

A Philofopher didwrite;that if the Sun 

A moment ſhould foxbearhis courſe toruh, 

The World wouldruin'd'be: ſo, were'our Trade 
A whileleft of; whit tvines would be made” "ho 
Among a world of Trades?As Ihallſhew 

Before 1 my work ne gn ; 
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By whom our Nation is lo famous made; ... ;.' 


1s. the chief Commoditie.;., ,. . // 
nſporteth-benc pharma" "IR 
y ect him, for if he were-gane,.. ... 
That gainful Trade of his, would be .orethrowa:z: 
This is his. lading as he's ontward bound... -..  ..,: 1 
And is not Linnen:Cloath, brought hither, found; 
Likewiſe tobe a.great Commoditie, + 1 
Gainful, and needful, unto each degree ? 
So were. Silk-ſtufts, but we being skilful grown, - 
To make them here,thatTrade's well-nigh orthrown. 
And Flax ahd Tow that's brought in,were.not we -: 
To mike it Cloath,of little uſe would -be.: | 
So Gotton-Wool, without, the Weaver were 
As needleſs, as moſt plainly doth appear : 
Nay Silk, that great and rich Commoditie,,. - . 
Without our help,. would like theſe, uſeleſs be, 
And almoſt fit for nothing : but being we __ - 
Imploy it to. profit, by our induſtries ,  * 
Whither would not the Merchant venture,for 
To gain ſo gainful a Commodity, or _; - 
What dangers not adventure-to run through, . / 
What unknown Seas, with his Ships keel to plough 3 
W hat perilous Climates paſs,and what ſtrange Lands, 
| Where he no word of their ſpeech underſtands z 
Where peoples manners from his different are, 
Where other Cuſtoms (than among us) appear 3 


4 


Where other Gods, other Religions, quite d 
Contrary to ours be 3. other beginnings too, 

Of time,and Men, than we acknowledg do 

Take place 3 and more ſtrange Rites they uſe 2 


Yet he to run theſe hazards doth not refule , 
/ a} % = D 
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_ Tobringina far-fetcht Commoditie, 
Which without Weaving, of nouſe would be ; 
But with our help, what numbers hereby do 
Gain great Eſtates, as doth. experience ſhow | 
The Merchant (as is wot pe doth riſe 
Unto great wealth, an eat dignities. 
The Mercer, not to him inferior is, 
Buthe the Weaver may refpet& for this ; 
And both. the Drapers may the Weaver love, 
For by him, in ſo high a mo Sond they move. 
The Silk-man, that unto us filk doth fell, 
Beholding to the Weaver is as well 
As any of theſe, which he knows well enough, 
Oh that he would not wrong us with bad ﬀ! 
Th'other Silkman alſo, who-doth bu 
Ware of the Weaver, may ingenioull 
' Confefs, thatby our Trade his wealth'doth bY | 
rs ro ſhould he'us fo much: __ iſe 2. | 
' Ratherin Conſcience, they mi en give 
A better price, that Jay RE bl 
The Haberdaſher too, with theſe may ſhare, 
Who might want wealth, if he wrahibed our ware 5 
AndtheUpholſter lack his ſtrong Bed-tike, 
Rug, and Curtains, with other things ſuch like. 
' Norlet the Printer ore the Weaver * vaponr, 
For without Cloath, what would he do for paper ? 
The Stationer too would get but ſlender fees, 
If men did write on batk, or leaves of Trees 
Asthey have done : forif weaving were gone, 
Couldskins beſpar'd to write or Print upon p: 
And many Handicrafts, as well as theſe, 
But forthe Weaver, were bronghu on their knees, 
S As 


| 


. of FE AVING. 
As the Cloathworker, who- us diſreſpedts, 
For in his Afot2o, he, our Trade negledss; 
Naming a Ram, a Lamb, a Sheep, and Wool, 
From all which he'd but little profit cull, (gain'im, 
For what would Ram, Lamb, Sheep and wooll all 
Without the Weaver 2 his Trade doth ſuſtain'im. 
So the Cloath-drawer would want. holes to ſtop, 
If in the Weaver were not his whole hope. 
So the Cloath-preſler, and the GCallender, 
Without the Weaver, quite diſſolved were ; 
And might (if oſſible)a new Trade learn, 
If any be, that ours doth. not concern : 
The Dyer likewiſe of Silk, of Stuff, or Cloath, 
To want the Weaver, would be very loath, 
For on him they rely ; but the laſt two _ 
I do not know, nor with them have to do : 
But for the firſt, if I might ſpeak my mind, 
I'de ſay, he were not always honeſtly inclin'd 5 
For if Silk were uprightly dy'd, it would 
When it doth come to ufing, better hold. 
Nor. could the Throſter ſo many imploy 
Without the help of Weavings myltery : | 
For his gum'd ware would then lye on his hand, 
And all his Mills aad Wheels might idle ſtand. 
So he that Gold and Silver Wyer draws, 
And thoſe that ſpin it u 'have cauſa 
To love the Weaver, for if he were not, 
; There would but ſmall gain by their Trades be got, 
You'd think the Taylor I did not reſpect, 
If I herejn my lines ſhould/him negjet : 
He being ſo gentile, and one of falhion, 
Who to our Trade hath its . 
| 2 


"i 


We 


The Antiquity, 


= 
" —  — — 


Cn 


Hity, and Excellency _ 


T5 


—_— 


T 
4 
4 


+ {4 


And as the-greedy Bear too well is known: 


To pqor folks, to rgonny fore 
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' Weweave, and pick,and dye, and drels, and trim, 


- 


'Our Cloath, Stuff, Ribond, Eace, and' all for him ; 


He's put in truſt therewith; withour his help, 
Itwere but like a formleſs young Bear-whelp, 
That hath no ſhape, until the kind dam do. 


By painful Jabour, lick it thereinto 


So 18 our Weaving, until he by Art, 

With it ſhapes Garments, fit for every part 

Of us, wherein I hope he hath the trick, - 
As ſhe her whelp, ſo he'll his fingers lick 3. 


To be ſo cruel, that (it will ſpare none ©. 

Her paw lights on; ſo will notthe likewiſe 

All that he can with ſafety, make his prize ? 

What though he flaunt it ont, and like a Knight 
Wear brave Apparel ?'all's not Gold'rhat's bright ; 
He may reſpett the' Weaver for it, and: ' © 
Not on-his ftprdy Stilts {6 ſtately ſtand; ' 

For he muſt fetch a number of hatd ſtitches, Þ _ 
To flouriſh fo with making Ecather-Breeches: © | 
Where would'the bpm get Cloth to (ell 
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But pat the cafe they do, which is not true, - 

As preſently Ill mak't appear to you ; 

Yet weaving 1s their Baſis z were it gone, 

What ground-work then had they to work upon ? 

But in their Trades there's nothing they can do, 

But we the like can preſent to your view. | 

Doſt thou deſire the ſhape of any Beaſt ? 

That in our work, by us can beexprelt : 

Or any Fow], or any Filh toſee? 

Theſe alfo, eafily can produced be. 

Or any Tree, or Herb, or Flower? likewiſe, 

We can preſent them'all before youreyes : 

Do you deſire a Tulip in your Hat ? 

The Weavers skill can furniſh you with that. 

Or would you wear aRoſe or Ju/y-flower ? 

To make you any lies in Weavings power 3 

Or whatſoere you would have brought to ſight, 

For 'tis the Cornucopia of delight. 

And can more be produc'd by theirs, than I 

Have writ, or might, if need, more amplifie 2 

Miſtake me not, Pr T aſcribe unto: 

Our God all power, for he doth all —_— 5+ 

Ours are but ſhadows; that reſemblance bear 

Of ſubſtances, that he hath made appear. 

But if compared with theſe Trades,ours be, . 

Wedo ſurpaſs them in a high degree 5 

For where theirs for the moſt part are for ſhow, . 

Ours is for ſervice likewiſe, all do know 3 

And like to Amalthea's Horn, hath ſtore. 

Of all variety, no Trade hath more: 

And uſeful is to all: nay further yet, 

What ſeveral multjtudes of people get: _ 
1 ev 
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Their livelihood by Weaving, 'or ſome Trade 
Depending thereupon. 3; that were-it decaid, 
I am perſwaded half the world would be, 
Wanting imployment, brought tomilery. 
So that all may, like as th' 4ſtrovomer, 
Beforeeach Star doth Jupzter prefer 
For magnitude 3 they alſo (in our praiſe, 
Above each Trade) the Weaver Crown with Bays: 
Or, as the Tyrians their God Hercules, 
(For fear they any time ſhould him diſpleaſe, 
And he depare) did with a Goldeathreed, 
To a pillar biad him, that ſo, at.their need 
They might implore his aid ; ſo,may each one, 
With Cards of Love, our Trade ; for were it gone, 
Allthe world its help would quickly want. 
ate the Weaver then, let go Trade vaunt. 

ct further to its praiſe, I make jt appear, 
The Liberal Arts in it Sat ot, 1 
Or, as my skill doth-ſerve, I will unfold, 
How it with them, doth nigh reſemblance hold : 
That Weavings worth I may augment thereby, 
And its deſerved-praiſe Wan O54 | 
Firſt for Arithwetick,, (the numbring' Art) 
We imitate (almoſt) in every part. 
We adde, ſubſtra&, divide, and multiply, 
Our Warp and Woof, as we occaſions "ie 
And every/ſute weſute,Progreſſcor: is 
From one to millions, goes On our degrees. 
The Rule of Three, of any-Rule the belt, 
By our Stuff,our Loom, 'and Workman is expreſt; 
By theſe three known, and wellimploy'd in time, 
We do producea golden ſum of Coyn; 

The 
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The Rule of Loſs and Gair, we often uſe; 
Sometime to Barter we do not refuſe; 
Proportioz is the form our work doth bear ; 
ReduFion is the order we keep there z 
And other Rules we uſe, ſome mere, ſome leſs, 
As need requires, and I need not expreſs. 
FraFi0ns,too often, in our work are us'd, 
Moſt when the Dyer hath our Stuff abus'd. 
To Extra# a Root by us, you think 'tis much, 
But you ſhall underſtand it isnot ſuch ; 
For there no figure is that weeſpy, 
Though wrote moſt intricate, and cunaningly, 
But we can draw it forth, and in our frame 
With. much facility explain the ſame : 
And as Arithmetick doth dayly grow 
More perfeCt than the former times did know ; 
As Logarithmes, or John Nepiers bones, 
And great Algebra, that not many owns ; 
And ſeveral other Inſtruments 1a uſe, 
As time, by time, doth to the world produce: 
$o'1s our Trade more ample many ways, 
Fhan unto men was known in former days. 
Geometry is next, to which we do 
In divers kinds agree, as I ſhall ſhow : 
The beginning of our work compar'd may be 
To a point, the original of Geometry, 
Our threds to lines, our work on-exther fide,. 
To parallels which equally divide 
Themſelves at diſtance, and fo forward run, 
Ad infmitum., or till our work be done, 
Our Leeſes, Perpendiculars, you ſce, 
| Plattens, Triangles, or Semi-curcles be 3 


iS 4. pA LV arti ee Dn Rn PIG Is | | | 8 


The Antiquity, Otility » and Excellency © 


Our Roul a Certer is, each turn we commence 
Of work thereon, i152 Circamference. 

And as by:this Arts Inſtruments we may . 

The length, breadth, height, of any thing ſurvey, 
_- (Except that All in all)-andby its skill, 

The true dimenſions give; ſo-tis known well, 
That of all forms under the imperial Heaven, 
The perfe& Figure may in'our work begiy'n. 

And as the word: Geometry imparts - 

A meaſuring of the Earth, and that all ſorts 
Of Nations need the fame; fois our Trade 
To 7 the world by us, moſt ws" macs 

ext for Aſtronomy ;' our alludes . 

To that, in ————_— ſimilitudes : 
Cloath-weaving, to the Sun compar'd may be, 
Keeping one conſtant courſe continually 3 
Silk-Stuffs, ynto the Moan, never the ſame, 

But al ways change the Figure or the Name. 

Plain Ribond repreſents the fixed Stars, 

Regalarin its courſe, no change, no jars; 

All other filk works, (may be compar'd) whatever, 
Unto the wandring Planets, who do never 
Keepany rule, but ſometimes move dire@, 

Then Retrograde, oft changing their Aſpect : 

So thoſe Silk-weavers that I be 

In ſuch Itke works, we very ſeldom ſee 

At any conſtant (tay, but always changing 

To this, to that, -like Planets ever ranging, 

From good,” tobetter, 'or from bad to worſe, 

- Sometimes to empty, ſometimes fill the Purſe. 

And as thoſe Heavenly Lamps, in their Aſpe&s, 

By ſundry forms, produce ſundry effects ; A 
ut | | rom 


| 
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Froma ConjunQion that's benevolent, 


Aftrologers affirm much good is ſent; _ 


$0 Malevolent Aſpetts they likewiſe ſay, 
Much'evil doth unto Mankind convey : $ 

- So whenthetimesfall cio, and oppolite, ” _ . 
Bad Trading doth pon Weayerli tz 6 
But when unions that bring peace are ſent, 


That to our Calling proves benevolent. _ 
Bur all this doth not always fall out true, 

No more than what they predi@ ſhall enſue ; 

For ſometimes we introuble moſt enjoy, * 

So when'they threat moſt, we have leaſt annoy, _- 

This for 4ſtronowy _ ſhall be, 

Toſhew how Weaving doth with it agree. 

Now Grammar ſhews it ſelf, without whoſe aid, _ 

Who rightly can unfold what's writ. or aid *. _ 

. Thou on four feet as four ſure props dolt ſtand, _ 
dr to = each Art, thou arta hand ; 

Orthography, and Etymologie ; 

8 = hogs and laft Pro —--; 

hus are they natti'd : the firſt dothteachto ſpell. 

Each word aright, and then'you'd write it-well: | 

The ſecond ſhews from whence they are deriv'd, 

So of the true ſence, you'l nat be depriv'd.: 

The third to place them truly;gives you light 3 

The laſt how to prononnce them all aright. 

In imitation whereof, welikewile, . |. 
To ſpell, or frame our 'Figure' firſt deviſe 5, -. 

And as our words, compos'd of letters are, 

Evea to by threds, our figures do appears . 


Which if not rightly plac'd, is as much ſhame, . 
As to write falſe Orthopraphy isblame 6. 


But 


p 


CN 


"The be Antiquity, Otflity, and Excellency £4 ah 


—Put when we thus far have Proceeded. true,” 
Wethen wedge our Figure.to;the view 5 
And that reſembles Etywologie,  .") | - 
As words, ſo works, from whence deriy F {I be. 
As from infinite rounds, words fly nn grow, 
So from infinite, Ae fa Kan: bn! 
 Toſpell trne,"a 
Is here declar'd; 5 a in © Anchen 
Have form'd our. work, and drawn our Figures trace. 
Our next is like, Syntaxis, how-to place, //- 
As that each word, ſo we each, Cord aright:; 
They to place true, we, that ours ſo may, light, 
| Dopaſs each Cord with Care, as Scholare when 
They'd ſpeak true. Lative, or, write with. their, pen, 
Leſt Pri (cienshead therein} [them be. broken, 
Ot W, ey ; were adunces token: 
accent weigh, 
Care, each Ce and Thred ſurveigh ; 
They that i thei Verle may ſweetly ſound, and we 
—_ = work es in £ jy part agree. 
he k mas $kill'd, 
;abfe wy he Ar t fotiapiald; 
edule - each ground, 
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wy tous) hardly do 
rudy reach unto :-/- | 
ave forts of work, 
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That few attain'toits profunditie, , 
Though they be of a'quick'capacitie : | 
But theſe days (more than ever) Ido preſent ,. 
Ouotididivpro s of its S266 fltinert —_ 
See here, how Grammar, and the Weaving Trade, © 
To agree in mot particulars i is made. 
Next [ll place Logick, wherein I will ſhew 
How we do correſpond with it'alfo:* © ' 
Ten general Heads, named Predicaments, 
The Rules of this Art unto us preſents; 
Which ten be theſe : $ubſtznce the firſt muſt be, 
Dnantity ſecond, the third Onalitie., 
The fourth Relatior, AFion the: fifth; dia 
Paſſion the fixth, where the ſeventh, the eighth When, 
The ninth is $cit»ation or the place, 
The tenth is Habit, or the ontward face : - 
Theſe are the ten which Il] Anatomize, _ 
By ſhewing how wewith them do thize. 
Thus for the firſt, our Ware's a $zbfiarce wrought, 
» Quantity "tis la , or narrow brought 3 

In 2xality"tis uſe and hath Relation 
Toall mankind; Afive's the workmans faſhion 3 
Paſſive the Loom i is, it being in uſe, * 0 
Where, that's the place that we think fit to chooſe'; + 
When, that's the time the workman works in 1t'5 
Scituation the manner how it is made fit ; 
Habit is the form that it doth bear. | 
And thus T briefly have madeit'#) (of 
That our Trade theſe inchides'; en _ muſtbe, 
How:it doth with a 8&x/ogi/z "agree," * 
Thoſe fay that do well know theiarguing Arts, 
A peg conſiſteth of _ parts; 
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Is nuch more needful ; thine's an ornament 
To Learning in particular, butth'extene 
Of ours, doth reachtoall; thine to the Schools 
A handmaid is, ours ſerveth wile and fools: © 
Thine needful is, but ours is much more 1©, 

Yet who would not thee,rather than us forego 2? 
But pardon me dear Rhetorick this ſtile, 

And I'll endeavour now, to reconcile 

Thee and our Trade together, ſhewing how we 
In moſt particulars do both . 

Ther's not a Flower in thine Toe which I 

Have not orelook'd, and weighed ſeriouſly 
(Although I have here, through my waat of skill , 
Made uſe of few or none, with my dull quill:) 
But if as one ſhould in a Garden walk, 
He doth not pluck a flower fromevery ſtalk ; 
But picks one here, one there, as lnb leoys 
Dire him to, to pleaſe his fantaſie : 

So I, to ſhew how the Silk-weaving Trade, 
To conſort with the Art of Rhetorick's made, 
Chooſe here and there one thence, as my 
Mind ferves 3and to avoid prolixity, 

| Firſt for 8yxecdoche, or quick conceit, 

' Onevery workman that doth always wait, 
For whatſoever Figure he eſpics, 

By quick conceipt, hell it anatomize 3 
Or by Apoſtrophe turn it about, 
Producing thence another faſhion out z 

' As Gnome the direQtor thinks it fit ; 

Or 85»0nymie whohath ſtore of wit. 
Or otherwiſe, he will by Metaphore, 
Change it into cncther form, 's more ; 

_ Agremag 
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' Agreein to hispurpole ; or by Allegory 
= to: ſet forth its greater glory's 5 


Or by Brachiloga, he will contract it, | 
And into:ſoſmallform thereby compaRt it 5 
Though Paradoxon, or Enigma there, 
A Wonderar a Riddle ſeem tappear. 
Such hidden,niyſteries, :no ſcruple ſhall 
Toan ingenious workman beat-all ; 
Nay with Dilemma, though his Fi ig 
But on one ſide, on-both ol pre 
Make it alike. "Let none.in any wiſe , 
Imagine & herein Hyperbolize. : 
- TheniEnvy may;zand Ignorance forbear 
To ſpend' theit /ronie,their flout or jeer ; 
And with humble a/etanea,' repent that - 
Their 1gaorance provok'd their. tongue to prate 
| Beyond theirknowledge; for no Eclipſer here, 
-Or fault committed 4s, as-may Appear.1 - 
Sweet Rhetarick, 1:might go on, and more ' 


Flowers pluck:from thine inexhauſted ſtore 3 
An ' like a Gordian-knot,' wovecuriouſlly, 


re-be 
tly 


Them,to augment Silk-weavings praiſe, here tye.: 


But Paranymia, orthe Proverb-ſays, 

Enough is as as feaſting; therefore to raiſe. 
More ſimilitudes, I thought -4t not fit, 

.Or, to my skill, Ide have endeavour d it. 

All hail ſweet 42yſcck, thou bringſt up theſe reres, 
Delightful ſounds, Jike Harmony of Jo Spheres. 
How ſhall I Rake a:fit propinquitie, 
Whereby with thee to:gam'afhaitie ? 


Thy Gamuth 1s the firſt : ſtep tothy Faibaan; 
To which our pricking patterns have-alliance. 


-v 


a 


No 
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No'oacin a thee, can'a pralicient prove, -/'7 //+ {1 
That therein 1s:notskill/d;/nor can wemove {1/4 
One degree forward, toward periecion, 
If::this be not our. ground to build upon. 
Nor a Maſitiancan his melody: -t22d3 104 
Make-pleafing to- himſelf, or: voden s vat” T 
\ Unleſs a Concord it bis ſtrings be found-: 'ridT 
Nor can-our workmen any. work make ound, 
Whoſe tools and'tackling remain out of frame,; 
But when by kill, -both.reQtahe:the ſame: - - 
Then thou and we,a: Diapuſer rike 5 / 
Thy Muſeck's ſweet, our:Wares our Chapmen like; | 
And all thy Figures -we do imitate, {? 
Thy Large, Long, Brief, Semi-Brief, Sharp,and Flats 
All hich I could demaaſtrate here, if © 
My Time would: time permit me itto da ;. 
But I'forbear, and briefly ſhew how-we- 
Do correſpond with.them 'in:4delody. 
Thy pleafing ſounds proceed from. Iofrnmcttr 1 5 
Ours an Harmonioms voice, whoſe rare accents 
Have often forc'd {ſweet Philomel forbear 
Her /ſugred notes, our fyecter tunes to hear 3 
Nay great Apollo, the Mduſttians God, 
What time he here on earth made his aboad, 
_ Was ſo delighted, with the curious ſtrains p v8 
Of well-tun'd ditcies, pen'd by pregnant braias/,. 
That had he not e been to keep "i 
The numerous floeks of King 4dwetws Sheep, 
Then, when rude Par, with his Pzpes ruſtick: play; 
Durſtto contend with his Harps lofty Lay 3 
The Weavers Songs, with raviſhing Melody, 


Did oalelight the Gadof: Hhraway's £3} 3 F 
That 
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That with them he would here have (pmp athiz.d, 
And ſuch rare Songs to their fweet notes devis' dz 


| Far like to Ditties 
to Orpheat Beaſts,& build up Towns & Cities, 


For- Fo choke did acknow , to theirpraiſc, 
They did for. So»g, from all Tradesbear the Bayes. 
Thus'twixt 4pollo, and | 


| Though.in rude fort, have __ affinity 5 


But wanting her Invention, and his Wit, 
My weak kill hath nbtfaſhion'd it ſo fit, 
As Their Artiſts might, that better know, 


| For:my Pen here, my Ignorance doth ſhow... 


Here I have ew yewhs our Myſteric, 
Wick the Sever Liberal Arts, doth agree. 
And now T'll fhew, that ours more is 
Than all of them; bur pardon me in this : 
For let none think, 'tis in the leaft my thought, 


That thoſe rare 4##r ſhould in contempt be brought, 


pes nachgton hath ſo much uſe, and I 
as my own 
Or what 1s i; ire Chi "conn 6 
Our Trades true ar and likewiſc i" ſuch know 


wo ſave his nigh loft life, 
attain'd , 'he'doth repay with ſtrife, 
And ry love: cvenio;, - 
: Airs a bravery know Ci 
JRll.5 0 
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No want of Cloathing, (No Ir of the "Ni 
Silk-weaving yields, the Pref to TY 

If not all Silk ” therefore us they ſcorn: © 
Bur ſhould they go a while, as they were born, 
Naked, or Cloath'd in Leather, then they would 
Reſpect our Trade, and wiſh it ever ſhould 
Flouriſh in fame, and reputation till 

Time the laſt minute of its courſe fulfill. 

But to my purpole : firſt for the numbring Art, 
What man 1s there that would not gladly part 
Withit, and promiſe ne'erto uſe it more, 

Rather than be debar'd of that rich ltore, 

And Comfort, that our Trade doth yield? and fo 
Geometry, who would not it forego, 

Before he'd looſe the part he doth poſleſs 

In ourrich, Trages banhy aſe@bgh 2 ol i 

» 2 y too, as ulcleſs1s, compar 

o our Arts worth, as any thereof debar'd 

Would ſoon acknowledg ; and Adyſick, not at all 
May with us into Competition fall : 

For the other three, there need nomore be ſed, + 

But us our Mother-Tongue would bring to bed : 
And I ſuppoſe, it a much lefler harm were 
To ont all,thanCloaths to keep us warm there. 


I do not niean, the plaia part of each Art, 
Which I to Leather-Garments may conſort , 
But the abſtruſe part of each one might be 
Much better ſpar'd than our rich Myſtery : 


-, y both is beſt; for neither we 


ant without great Joſs; and bleit be he, 
By whoſe Afliſtance we do both poſlels, 


ye yy partake of their uſefulneſs, 
F | But 


But now a word or two, to ſhew the cauſe 
That ſuch contempt upon Silk-weaving draws : 
Then I herein have now no more to ſay ; 

But wiſh our Trade in good fame flouriſh ma Y. 


The end of the ſecond Canto. 


The third CANTO. 


Here its worth repeating, 
HShewes what the Fife can ne be 
Of its motions. and doth ſhew 


From what weak grounds the ſame doth flow : ; 


To redreſs which, tr eth declamations, 
With inveFive dehortations : 3 
Then he extolleth ſuch by whom 
It Credit gaineth; and doth come 
To a wk t worth not long ago 
It 4 in London, and alſo 
Doth now retain by means wtf ſome, 
Who are Silk-weavers: ſo from 
One circumſtance to another he 


Proceeds, till bis beck ended be. 


So uſcful, nay, of ſuch necelltty , 
That all the world in general doth itneed, 
And alſo ſtandeth other Trades inſtead: 
And that Perſonages and eminent, 
Did with delight and pleaſure it 
What is the cauſe 'tis now deſpiſed fo, 
Or by what means into ſuch contempt > 
Being of moſt Trades, the Primum mobile, 
Or the firſt mover, Pole, = Axel-tree 3 
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I Weaving be of fach Antiquity, 
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By which they are, and principally move, 
As the inferior Orbs, by that above 3 
Or as Learn'd Record | terms his Arithmetich 
The ground of Arts, ſ@ we, (jaſtly)the like 
May ſtile our Trade the ground of Trades : or it 
May (truely) be compared very fit 
Tothe foundation of a houſe, for who 
Is he, that doth not by experience know, 
That without it, the Building ſvon would fall 2 
Sole Pay, Trades, LIP, almolt_ all, 
Were brought to ruine, having no: remedy, 
But by ek, of our rare. itery... 
Four Cauſes here, I'1] prineipall name, 
That chiefly are the reaſons of the ſame. 
The firſt, ſome ſhop-keepers, that buy our Ware, 
Who, when bad Trading i ſo. hong are, 
So griping, and unconlci le, that . 
war > In come,to ſell, will bid -a rate; 
Of fo ſmall profit, knowi they perforce 
Muſt any money take, or do thjngs worle ; 
Thus by the low rate they in "Ss times give 
Poor Weavers, they conſtrained are to live 

- Meanly, and ſometimes read. to-want Bread, | 
While the other are both richly cloath'd and fed, 4 
- eb y ig Shops, (like Lords) ou ſtately are, 

ith the peo t eavers Ware ; 

And the poor Weaver by is Se. 5g 


Forc'd id foin 
- Which brings Pin onthe Lil in om read while he 
That- is n Wy eG flouriſh gallantly, 
Of ſome this is the C gk there 
One ny e Chriſtianly, | 2£3 
4 By 
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By giving uatothole, of, whom they buy, 
A price that will-maintaia them decently ; 
Let a bleſſing beupon ſuch men, nay they 
Will bleffiags had, now or another day; ) 
But th'other their ſear'd hearts are growa fo hard, 

That they nor Curſe nor Bleſſing do regard, 

For Griping gain, the gods they adore : 

But by this means poor Weavers are kept poor ; 

For they having no way to raiſe a ſtock, 

And th'other no Conſcience, hpld then 1n this lock. 

But there's other Silk- Weavers, who live brave, 

And make thoſe men pay well | for what they have: 

I wiſh the reſt like theſe, could hold them to it, 

And no way like good husbandry will doit. 

Three other ſorts of men, I likewiſe here, 

Will, though unwillingly, to you declare 3 

Who, if my judgment do me not deceive, 

Our Trade of much fame and repute bereaye : 

Of which three, one is the hard-hearted man, 

Who hath no mercy, neither pity can 

Enter his breſt, nor knows he Chriſtianity , 

Nor is 1'th'leaſt acquainted with Humanmtie 

But poor Children abuſe, and do not beat 
Oaly their backs, but bellies, by want of meats. 
Which makes them heartleſs that ſervice to do, 
Which they by him are dayly ſet unto: 
Neither can he, withont the ſame ſubſilt, 

If it be net by their hard labour eacreas'd, 
Which they not able at all timesto do, 

His furious hot diſpleaſure run 1ato, 

And ſome his ſtorming rigour to | dang 


Too oft afide ſtep, to.icape puniſhmeat 3 ' / 
| : And 
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And many: too many rather than they 
Will ſcek a means his chollar to allay, 
The more will agravate his fury, though 
It ſometime proves to be their overthrow ; 
Rather if Boys want wit, have thou a care, 
That want of patience fall not to thy ſhare; 
Allure him by good Counſel, and fair words, 
Both which are known, to be more powerful cords, 
And ſooner will him draw t'amendment, than 
The ſtricteſt conrſe of the moſt cruel men : 
But if that fair means will not win him to 
That' which is fitting, known for him to do 3 
Then uſe the rod, or wand; but careful be 
Mercy to mix with thy ſeverity : 
If thou too ſtrict art, and he run away, 
Whither to {eek him 'wilt thou take thy way ? 
And he then wanting, his wants to ſupply, 
At beſt-muſt beg, and in the {ſtreets oft lye. 
Whereby our Trade hath been mach ſcandaliz'd, 
For want of both being better advis'd : 
Was nota: Maſter and a Dame lately 
In danger'of life, for their great cruelty ? 
Let them a warninq be to others, that they 
By fuch doings work not theirown decay ; 
But pitty 'tis the Trade in general 
' Should cenſur'd be by ones unhappy fall. 
The other two, 'as ſhall to you be ſhown, - 
Are knowntheDrunkard and the idle droan ; 
The Drunkard* dothſuch/ unfit carriage ſhow, 
That we do now-intoa by-word grow; 
For if a man do any Drunkard meet, 
_ As daily ther's t6o many inthe ſtreet, - 


g 


There 
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There goes a drunken Weaver he doth cry ; 

Thus our: Trades brought to infamy thereby. 

But though the Trade thereby doth bear much blame, 

Himſelf 1s alſo ſcourged for the ſame ; 

Witne(s his poverty, and poor array, 

Witneſs his health and ſtrength both which decay 

Witneſs his diſreſpe& with honeſt men, 

Witaeſs his aatick, frantick carriage, when 

Drink hath him overcome, that he thereby 

Is jeer'd and ſcorn'd by the raskality ; 

Andis unfit for labour made, whereby 

He draws on him and his great poverty. 

Philip the King of Macedonia, when 

Heagainſt the Perſ6ars march'd with an hoſt of men, 

Hearing they were inclin'd t'intemperancy, 

He did forbear the war, ſaying,ſhortly 

They would orethrow themlelves : ſo, even fo 

The Drunkard ſeeketh his own overthrow, 

And the overthrow of his whole family ; 

And alſo on our Trade draws infamy. 

You young men Weavers, that do yet ſtand free 

From being me Ke with Ebriety 

If you a maſter have, or if there are 

Journy-men thus inclia'd, let it be far, 

Ever far from you, to follow their example, 

To take delight therein, no rather trample 

Under your feet the thought of that which doth 

Both ſpoil the wit and memory of youth, 

Wrongs their invention alſo, and doth make 

t might t, an erment bring, 

For run, ar behind it leaves a ſting ro 
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That doth the & reputariotl y wound of all,” 
Both old and yourg! that in love "In En: 
And if a young mans Credit be 0 Ing, 
Much labour it "will ask, ere *tis regatit'd. * 
- Drink hath thele three effects, as one doth ſay, 
And we'find'it to  provetrue, day by day. 
Pleaſure, Drut kenne 7, and Sorrow be 
Beyond exception "1, for the three. © 
The firſt is (Pleaſure, that 1s) when is taken 
Moderately, but when that path's forſaken, 
And we Fu ſwallow it down in +. - " <a 
That bringeth farth the fecond, (Driunkemneſs ) 
Andif_ the Drunkard dp tive fill the'morrow, © 
HE! the third 'effed;Cwhich will be Sorrow) 
Unleſs he be paſt hope; and wholly incline . 
Himſelf Ow.” wtking himſelf a Swine ; 
Another 'fays it \ : Moniter a6 At 
Hath many Heads, and whoſtartles not at - > 
So ſtrange an Object? which heady are, faith he, 
Foul T: alk and Actions that much fouler be ; 
With R Lag, Swearing, Curſing ; Quarrelling, and 
Wrath, Me hich will herb 1 at hand. 
Oh ſach a > gle. © >the 
Will overthrow BY ml we 
And nolefs hateful Rin en Yd 
As eve y man tha 'ty 275, do | 
For it: ke rather 
And man et 
NY fea 
The Idle Man ut 747 Jab 
 Theidlt manrtifiodd hk 
Theidle man heaps on Hitt 
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The idle man is unto no man friead ; 

No not to himſelf, who time doth idly ſpend : 
For dilgence attains to that , which he 

Shall never do; for lack of induftry. 

The doing man hath pleaty ſtill ia ſtore, 

But 1dle negligence is always poor; 

Labour gains Love, Creditand Reputation 
Negligence contempt and'deteſtation, 

Be thou a Matter, Servant;-or who-ere | 
Theſe lines-of 'mine dath trtherread or hear, 
Regard not who did writethem; rather learn, * _* 
Between the good gndievittodifcern; © 
Fly drunkenneſs and floath, both which all know 
(That do know any thing) lead unto-woe 3 
Strive'to be temperate and induſtrious, fo 

You ſhall not onely your wants overthrow, 

But bring your ſelves in credit 3 and our Trade, 
Which by ſuch miſdemeanours hath beea made 

_ Contemptible, ſhall reputation gain, 

And hell-bred ___—_ alumny reſtrain: j 

But I hope men dement are more wiſe, 
Than to give car dan ſuch Calumnies :_ 
For,as we ſay,One ſwallow doth not make 

A Summer, ſo, I hope no man will take 
Advantage from a ano pars men, 


The Trade in generalto'difparage, when © _ 

There js.not any Handyer I know” © 

In Loydes, out of whichithere dayly grow. 
Men of more wealth, or known abilities ; 

Or few or none'ts higher places rife ' | 

Than Weavers have and do : {ſhould I omit | 

To ſpeak of ſometime fa is not yet 


Five , 
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Five hundred years, for then it is well known, 
As truth by true relation hath it ſhown, 

"The Weavers did in Lodor bear great ſway, 
Wherein they continuec many a day : 

For thoſe that.have, readancient Records know, 
No Company in Loxdoz. can out-go. | 

The Weavers by Antiquity 5 for we: 

The firſt Soctety in Loxdoz be, 

That is confirm'd by Charter, it being known 
About five hundred. yearrofnge, on 

Not any. Company b ow 
Nor any Charter granted before; this 3 - 
Which though it-be no broader, nor in length 
Exceeds a hand, it is known of 'that- ſtrength, 
Being but about ten lines, that there's hats many” 


O, ancient is, 


Charters in this City, if there beany rn ie! 


Puts down our Charter for validity,.. 

As many learned Clerks can te 

And I once heard Recorder Littleton 
Confeſsno leſs, when, it he look'd upan, + - -| 
Who was much taken when he did i itſee,;: ©; 
And reverence ſhew'd it for _— Ls 
And being 'tis truth, that we are known to bay 
| The firſt incorporated Company, oy 
That then in Loxdoz was, Weavers might well 
As they thea ſtood, all other Tradesexcel ; $. 


Weavers Looms there haotling, 


And after 'twas a Mayoralty, they did. ride. . 
la Chl Gowns oft by he: Mayors tide,” 


aone,. 3 


. And Candle-wick: Street, which is yet ſo. nam'd 

af 1s {till fam'd;.- 
-* T further might have boalted, telling you how: - 
Our Maſter ſwaid here, as the Lord Mayor uy” 


» A —_ 
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But that I was not certain it was true, 

And nothing on bare hearſay would [ ſhew ; 
But fame hath ever told us it was ſo, 

And from no.cauſe no ſuch report conld flow. 

I wiſh this City Peace, Flenty, Health ;may honour 
Be dayly more and more conferr'd upon her ; 
Let her Societies flouriſh, let there be 

Union within her Walls perpetually ; 

Let every ſeveral Corporation know 

Its place and dignity, though ours below 

Some others at this preſent doth appear, 

This I have writ, to ſhew what once we were ; 
Not to detra@ from others, for ſome be 
Honourable by their Titles, ſo are we 
Expreſſed in our Charter, which hath been 
Confirm'd by Parliament, as may be ſeen : 
But the Proverb ſays, andall allow the ſame, * 
Tell me not what I was, but what I am. | 
What we have been my lines in partdeclare, 
Nor need I ſhame to write what now we are ; 
For hereis living at this preſent day, 

A worthy Alderman late Lord Mayor, and ma 

I write without offence, although he be | 
Free of an Honourable Company, 

I hope he will not blame me, nor deny 

That he hath us'd Silk-weaving formerly 3 

And alſo more, his honour to au 

Hath beena Member of our Paz t. 

But of our own Members, of lat we 
Two worthy Gentlemen, bothſeen to be 
Aldermen of this City ; alſo I - 
Have known them Maſters of our Company, 
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Beiog Silk-weav rs, and likewiſe we have | 
Common Congdil-men, who with other grave 
And ancient Citizens,are known tobe | 
Governors of" Bride-well ; befides have we 

Some choſen to be' of the Corporation, 

Where mens Children have good Education. 
Alſo1n Naval conduct now have we 

Many brave Weavers, who Commanders be, 
Who for this Kingdom -have good ſervice done, 
And honour, fame, and: Wealth gain'd 3 alſo run 
Through many difficulties, and been made . 
Governors of itrang holds; who by their Trade 
Are all Sj]k-weavers::thus by what's writ you ſce | 
I'th' City and the;Navy'both have :we 
Weavers of note and doing and many more, 
Which would too long for me be torun ore ; 

Who natuwally are otherwiſtinclia'd; .- 

And unto ſeveral ftudies bend theirmind. 

Many proficients in Divinity, © hoc | 

And many {tudious 10 Philoſophy : : 

Some very curious the Natures to know 
Of Ps one 'of which barks 20 ſhow. | 
As many ſorts of 'moſt{trange ranma, 
AsTthink ever one manfaw with _ 20 22] 1 
Others ia Phytick, enddiina ft 2s; | 
Very well Fob are, 0ne'clpeci ly, ' 1; 
Who T cannot pals oves, nOT'amMit. ' .- 
To write Excomions:of, himthae are fie) 
[ formerly havexct4 ot am dld-Oals, || ME 
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_ Among the Poets,yhat inlold time: , 

And gave forth doubtful Alſwers, a ful: 
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Anſwer'd demands, with wordsof double fence ;/' 
But here is plain and bk org ory $2 CYnem 
Many to reſolve doubts oft to him:come, © - 
Returning with great ſatisfation home, wh 
For his knowledg in Phyfick, and herein 
 Hath with ſucceſsful proof approved been ; | 
And from B/ack-Fryers both ow and country can 
Teſtifte, he is a well deſerving man, 
It would be heretoo much , toolong, to me, 
Several men to-name particularly, 998 Jab: 
For their known worth ;-onlyI will ſhow ; 
, That we have alſo many $ilk-weavers who: op 
In their reſpe&ive dwellingy, live as brave,” 
And as good fame and reputation have; -*' * 
As any Trade about them, none diſprais'd,” 
And are as frequent in their Pariſhes rais'd, - 
All Offices to bear, as others be zo 
| And not a few, but many filchhave wes + © 
a may their a__—_ _— m—_ wmatHd, "5 ++ 
eaving to be ed more might grow : | 
But as the pureſt Ns ay ſtained be, | 
And the ſweet Ry/t hath'pricking thorns we ſee, 
Oras among goatl Wheat fome Darrel grows 5 
So we among thefe Genitlemen have thoſe,, 
Who nor their own, northe Trades fame regard, © 
But ſhame, difgrace and poverty is their reward: © 
Which I dowtame with grief; but for the reft, ''''-. 
Be they with Heaven and Farthly bleſſings Vleſt-z- # 
For by their megns, the Credit of our Trade '*** © -- 
Upheld is much, which but for fuch were made -- 
Contemptible with fome, although its: worth + - 
No pea 1s able fully roſet forth 3 | 
| Mach 
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' Muchleſshathminehece, who the unfitteſt am 
Of (many) any4odeelarethe ſame. | 

ButT have loagdeſir'd.to do what here: 
' Youſee is done; if well or mean, how-ere, 
I hope my friends with good acceptance will, 
Value my meaning, wave my want of skill : 
For my intent was Silk-weaviag to rate 

One ſtep out of diſgrace, where many days 

It hath lyen ſtruggling, as wantinga hand, 

To lift 1t on its former legs to. ſtand ; 
This on its knees may ſet it, an abler pen 

May if well order 'd place it upright agen: - 
Which beingdone, itsglory than ſhall laſ, 

Uatil the laſt Tra»zpſoundeth its laſt blaſt ; 

For what ever doth periſh, Weaving will 
Continue yatil 7:zee his Tizxe fulfil ; 

And Snow-Ball like, the further it doth paſs, 
Gather fair fame to blot out foul diſgrace. 

Nz1 ultra now 1:1 ſet unto my pen,. 

And crave for favour of thole Gentlemen, 

Thoſe well deſerving Weavers, who time hath made 
* Tobe theprailſe and glory of our Trade ; 

| Hoping that they will no exceptions take 
For what's here done, being partly for their ſake, 
And partly to admoniſh thoſe that run 
Out of the way, 1 did what here is done ; 
And alſoto. take off that ſcandalous blot, 
- Which the Trade if conſidered deſerves not : 
Andif-I gain their loving favour, I | 
Have the chief end that I defire hereby. 
Let Momms then jeer on, and flout his fill, 
' Let the defaming Critick cenſure (til), 
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Let traducing Zoilus my lines reprehend 3 
Let themall their whole ſtock of makice ſpe 
And from their tongues their envious ——_ 
My harmleſs lines will gain more fame by it : 
For Innocence the more it is depreſt, 

Will like the Pale, gain a more flouriſhing Creſt, 
And ſo relying on my friends good will, 

I remaia their obliged ſervant ſtill; 

And ſhall be ever willing them to ſerve, 

If ſo my weakneſs may their loves deſerve. 
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